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The Mekong River
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Source: Vietnamese National Mekong Committee (VNMC)
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Mekong Delta:
‘The Rice Bowl’ of Vietham

General Data
22% of total population (18 million people)
12% of total land area
40% of cultivated land
27% GDP

Crucial for National Food Security and Export
> 50% of Vietnam'’s rice production

> 60% of Vietnam’s fish-shrimp production

> 80% of Vietnam’s fruit production

Envisat image of the Mekong Delta in Vietnam, 6 Febr  uary 2007
(Source: ESA 2007)

~90% of total national rice export
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Flood Depth
0.5 t0 4.0 metres = ‘low’ or ‘nice’ flood
4.0 to 4.5 metres = ‘moderate’ flood

> 4.5 metres = ‘high’ or ‘disaster’ flood

High Floods occur when 3 factors occur
simultaneously:

1. Large water volumes due to typhoons
or tropical low pressure systems are
received from upstream

2. Long and heavy rainfall within the
Mekong Delta

3. High tides produce high water levels in
the delta canals and river channels
reducing their drainage capacity.

Source: MRC 2003 Social Atlas of the Lower Mekong Basin
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Is flooding a factor for migration/displacement?
Field Research Detalls

Timing: Oct — Dec 2007
Partner: IOM Vietham

Locations:
Phnom Penh, Cambodia
An Giang, Mekong Delta
Ho Chi Minh Province (Ha
Noi)
Expert Interviews: 45

Questionnaires: 132
A: 32 migrants

B: 30 migrants / 30 non-
migrants

C: 40 migrants

Semi- Structured
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Lack of alternative livelihood

“Flooding occurs every year at my former living place. | could not
grow and harvest crops. Life therefore was very miserable. Besides
my family did not know what else we could do other than growing
rice and fishing. Flooding sometimes threatened our lives. So we
came here to find another livelihood.”

Cost of maintaining livelihood difficult

“My family had crop fields but in recent years, floods occurred very
often so the crop was not stable. In addition, the price of fertiliser
Increased very fast, the diseases of the rice plant are too much so
the crop yield was nothing. Even sometimes the yield was not
enough to cover the amount required for living.*

Debt

“Disasters occurred so often - my family lost the crop, my family
had to borrow money to spend. Now, my family is not able to pay
off the loan so | have to come here to work to help my family to pay
the loan.”
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Reasons for resettlement:
risk of natural calamities (e.g. flooding, landslides)
risk of river bank erosion

loss of household land and/or production land due

to erosion or landslides
environmental sanitation

protection of special use/protected forest areas

shortage of land and access to clean water

national defence

stabilisaiton of nomadic households residing on
lagoons and floating fishing villages

construction of infrastructure facilities such as
reservoirs, roads and industrial parks
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Example of Resettlement Site — Cho Mol District
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Research Site C:
Viethamese Mekong Delta Migrants in HCMC
Province

Urban centres are an important factor for:
Families seeking alternative livelihoods

Families/individuals seeking protection or
shelter
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People’s responses to flooding events:

seasonal labour migration and movement towards urban centres during
the flooding season

individuals or entire households may migrate if successive flooding events
lead to destruction of crops (on more than one occasion)

human trafficking into neighbouring areas

families or children seek protection in children shelters in Ho Chi Minh City
after each annual flooding season once disaster relief aid is exhausted

Government’s response to flooding events:

planned resettlement of people living in vulnerable zones along river
banks.
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Typology of those migrating/being displaced

Migration - mix of individuals and households moving

Pre-event/ during event

males/females from both low and medium income households
migrating on seasonal basis to both rural and urban locations
(labourers, housekeepers)

young males/females to gain education in urban locations

Post-event

children and poorer households seeking refuge in cities post-annual
flood

young females vulnerable to human-trafficking
whole households seeking alternative livelihoods in new location

Resettlement — mainly whole households
Landless poorer households usually without an alternative
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Conclusion

Regular flooding of the Mekong Delta:

- can trigger independent household or
individual migration decisions due to livelihood
stress

. IS a cause for government-initiated
resettlement of households.

International Conference on Environment, Forced Migration and Social Vulnerability (EFMSV) - Bonn, German_}/
9-11 October 2008 EACII EF%S FOR



