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Securitisation of migration discourse



Securitisation is dangerous and unhelpful

• Demonising the other:
» immigrant

» Muslim
» Middle Eastern

• Adds to the conflict at destination:
– Immigrant vs native

– Migrants vs controlling agents

• Immigrants flee from “human insecurity”



Conceptualisation
• Fine tuning the EOI        . 

Environment of Human 
Insecurity (EOHI)

• Layers/levels of conflict

• International migration



Conflict scale



EOHI scale



Iraqis abroad: OECD
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Largest 10 Iraqi immigrant stocks in OECD

Number of Iraqi immigrants circa
2000
Number of Iraqi immigrants 2006
estimates

Total in OECD: 348,527 (2000)   � 490,000 (2006)



Iraqi asylum applications in 
industrialised countries 
1980-2007
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Thank you


